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only early feminist who had any knowledge of Trade Union
problems, Mrs. Emma Paterson, nevertheless endeavoured to
secure the support of the Trades Union Congress for the
repeal: she gained the votes of the two other women delegates
only (1877). But the speech of the spokesman for the Parlia-
mentary Committee showed that the Trade Unionists had as
long a journey to travel as the feminists. "It is natural," he
said, "for ladies to be impatient of restraint at any time . . .
[but it is] the duty of men and husbands to bring about a
condition of things when their wives should be in their proper
sphere at home instead of being dragged into competition of
livelihood with the great and strong men of the world."
But in 1889 the great and strong men of the world at last
concluded that they had better assist their sisters to protect
themselves. Mrs. Paterson's tiny Women's Protective and
Provident League was officially adopted and patronized; its
title was changed to the Women's Trade Union League, and
a large number of existing Trade Unions became affiliated and
some even passed members across into it. More and more,
instead of fighting to expel women from industry. Union
branches would turn to the League to organize these new
competitors. ("Please send an organizer to this town as we
have decided that if the women here cannot be organized they
must be exterminated," was a letter for years piously preserved
at the League headquarters.) The hoped-for rush of new
members did not come, partly because of a decline in trade,
but partly also because of the continued intractability of
women workers; but a steady increase did result, and from
now on women were a recognized part of the Trade Union
movement and their interests were more and more protected
and considered in industrial negotiation. Mrs. Paterson was
dead, but her place wras taken by a younger generation of no
less patient and indomitable organizers, among whom the best-
known names were to be Margaret MacDonald (wife of
J. R. MacDonald) and Mary Macarthur (wife of W. C.
Anderson).
At the Liverpool Trades Union Congress of 1890 Burns and
Mann overturned with ease the "old gang" which had
defeated them at Dundee the year before. Broadhurst, dis-